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September 8th, 2021
Assault 4
Gunfire   39
Stabbed   3
Vehicular assault  16

2020
Assault  1
Gunfire  45
Gunfire (accidental)  4
Vehicular assault  13

2019
Assault    3
Gunfire  49
Gunfire (accidental)  2
Vehicular assault  8

CAUSES OF THE DIVIDE
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I don’t know 
what all of the 
fuss is about, I 

REALLY 
DON’T…
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Breonna Taylor, a 26-year-old emergency room technician was 
fatally shot by three plainclothes narcotics investigators who were 
part of a seven man team attempting to serve a “no-knock” 
search warrant at 12:40 a.m. on March 13 as a part of an ongoing 
narcotics investigation into Taylor’s ex-boyfriend.

Despite being a no-knock warrant, witnesses at the scene confirm 
hearing the police knock and announced themselves before 
breaking down the door with a battering ram.

Taylor’s new boyfriend, Kenneth Walker, stated that he and 
Breonna heard the pounding at the door, but that he did not hear 
anyone announce they were police.  

Kenneth Walker stated that Breonna yelled out “who is it” several 
times while the police were pounding on the door.  Walker stated 
that anyone who was outside of the apartment should have been 
able to hear her yelling.   Evidence suggests that although the 
police could hear Breonna, they could not make out what she was 
saying, just as Walker could not make out that the  officers 
outside where yelling police. 

After a hostile confrontation between Detective Hankinson and a 
man from a neighboring apartment who had come outside to 
investigate the noise, and multiple knocks at the door, Lieutenant 
Hoover gives Sergeant Mattingly and Detective Nobles the okay to 
breach the door.  
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According to officer testimony, it took three hits to force the door 
open with the ram. Kenneth Walker stated that when the door 
flew open, he was unable to see who was there because of the 
lighting conditions.  Believing that an intruder was forcing entry, 
He fired one shot at 12:43 a.m. 

Walker's bullet struck Sergeant Jonathan Mattingly who was on 
point during the entry, in the leg.  The round would rupture his 
femoral artery, requiring life-saving medical care in the parking lot 
and emergency surgery upon his transportation to a local 
emergency room.  As he is going down, Sgt. Mattingly returns fire 
towards the man and woman he can see standing at the end of 
the hallway. 
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Altogether, Sgt. Mattingly and Detective Myles Cosgrove fire more than 
20 rounds into the apartment.  Taylor was struck multiple times and died 
in the hallway of her apartment.  Walker, who fired the initial shot, was 
not wounded in the exchange of gunfire.

When the gunfire initially erupted, four of the detectives from the entry 
team fled from the entryway of the apartment out into the parking lot 
for safety.  Believing they were under attack, one of those investigators, 
Detective Brett Hankison, then turned and began to fire rounds through 
a sliding glass door into the kitchen area of apartment.  

By his own admission, despite the fact the curtains were drawn at the 
time, Hankison fired the rounds through the sliding glass doors because 
he believed that was where the gunfire was coming from.  

Detective Brett Hankison, then moved and began to fire rounds 
through the bedroom window of Breonna Taylor’s sister, who is not 
home at the time.  Some of the rounds Detective Hankison fire into 
the apartment pass through Breonna Taylor’s wall into the 
neighboring apartment.  A pregnant woman, her partner and a five 
year old child are home at the time, but luckily not hit.  
In subsequent interviews, Detective Hankison stated that he 
selected the sliding glass door to fire into that was where he could 
see the muzzle flashes coming from, not realizing those muzzle 
flashes were actually from the gunfire of Sgt. Mattingly and 
Detective Cosgrove.   
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A grand jury was convened to hear the evidence in the Breonna 
Taylor shooting.  Detective Hankison was subsequently indicted 
by the grand jury for firing his weapon blindly in the apartment, 
endangering the lives of un-involved civilians.  The actions of Sgt. 
Mattingly and Detective Cosgrove were ruled as justifiable. 

SWAT was on duty, serving a drug search warrant connected to 
the one the seven man narcotics team was executing at the time 
of Breonna Taylor’s death.  According to Testimony, SWAT was 
never notified the narcotics team would executing a search 
warrant until the after the shooting had already occurred and 
their assistance was requested.    

DISCUSSION

GOOD INTENTIONS 
AHEAD
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On April 4, 2015, Walter Scott, a 50-year old forklift operator 
was fatally shot by North Charleston Police Officer Michael 
Slager following a brief foot pursuit.  Officer Slager had stopped 
Scott for a non-functioning brake light.  
Slager was charged with murder after cell phone video surfaced 
showing him shooting Walter Scott from behind while was 
running away.  Immediately following the shooting, Slager 
radioed a dispatcher, stating, "Shots fired and the subject is 
down. He grabbed my Taser.“  When Slager fired his gun, Scott 
was approximately 15 to 20 feet away and fleeing.  Slager said 
he had feared for his life because Scott had taken his Taser, and 
that he shot him because he "felt threatened".
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16 FEET 5 INCHES

The official report for the incident indicates that Officer Slager and 
Officer Clarence Habersham provided CPR and other life saving 
measures to Scott following the shooting.  The video from the scene 
however, seems to strongly contradict this.  The official report also 
indicates that Slager and Scott were struggling over the Taser at the 
time he shot him, an assertion which also seems to be contradicted 
by the video.  
The case was independently investigated by the South Carolina Law 
Enforcement Division, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Office 
of the U.S. Attorney for the District of South Carolina, and the Justice 
Department's Civil Rights Division.  In June 2015, a South 
Carolina grand jury indicted Slager for murder. 

In late 2016, a five-week trial on the murder charge ended in 
a mistrial due to a hung jury. In May of that same year, a federal 
grand jury indicted Slager on charges including the violation of Scott's 
civil rights, lying to investigators and obstruction of justice.  In a May 
2017 Slager entered into a plea agreement to the federal charge of 
civil rights violations.  In return for his guilty plea, the state's murder 
charges were dropped.
On December 7, 2017, U.S. District Judge David C. Norton sentenced 
Slager to 20 years in prison.  Although defense attorneys had argued 
for voluntary manslaughter, the judge agreed with prosecutors that 
the "appropriate underlying offense" was second-degree murder. 
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He began serving his sentence in Colorado's Federal Correctional 
Institution, Englewood in February 2018.  All of Slager’s appeals to 
date, have been struck down.  His earliest possible release is August 
16, 2033.
An enhancement of the video by Canadian cinematographer Daniel 
Voshart does appear to confirm Officer Slager’s assertions that he 
and Walter Scott were struggling on the ground over the Taser at one 
point prior to the shooting.  It also shows the Taser being tossed past 
Slager as he is drawing his firearm, meaning that he could not have 
been the one to have thrown it aside.  This could also mean that 
Slager was not aware that Scott had discarded the Taser prior to him 
firing the first shot.     

The questions at hand then become, is it grounds for a successful 
appeal that Officer Slager may have believed that Walter Scott could 
have still been armed with his Taser at the time the shots were fired, 
and that Slager then found it objectively reasonable that a person 
running away from him while still armed with a Taser would have 
posed a significant threat to his safety. 
FBI expert Tony Imel, who analyzed the video footage testified that 
Walter Scott was 16 feet, 5 inches away at the time Officer Slager 
fired his first of eight shots.  He was 37 feet, 5 inches away for the 
seventh shot.  Scott's distance at the time of the eighth, and final shot 
is undetermined, but he was struck by a total of five rounds.    
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SHOT NUMBER 7 – 35 FEET 5 INCHES

DISCUSSION

GOOD INTENTIONS 
AHEAD
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On July 5, 2016, 37-year-old Alton Sterling was shot dead at close 
range by two Baton Rouge Police Officers.  The officers were 
attempting to control Sterling's arms, and he was shot by them 
while allegedly reaching for the loaded handgun in his pants 
pocket.  
POLICE WERE RESPONDING TO A REPORT THAT A MAN IN A RED 
SHIRT WAS SELLING CDS OUTSIDE OF THE CONVENIENCE STORE, AND 
THAT HE HAD USED A GUN TO THREATEN A MAN OUTSIDE THE STORE. 
The owner of the store where the shooting occurred would later 
say that Sterling had started carrying a gun a few days prior to the 
event as other CD vendors had been robbed recently. 
He also said that Sterling was "not the one causing trouble" during 
the situation that led to the police being called.
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The shooting led to protests in Baton Rouge and a request for a 
civil rights investigation by the U.S. Department of Justice.  The 
Department of Justice investigated but in May 2017 decided 
that it would not file criminal charges against the police officers. 
In response, Louisiana's attorney general, Jeff Landry, said the 
state of Louisiana would open an investigation into the shooting 
once the Department of Justice released the physical 
evidence. 
In March 2018, Landry's office announced it would not bring 
charges against the officers stating that they acted in a 
"reasonable and justifiable manner".

On March 30, 2018, Officer Salamoni was fired for violating use 
of force policies, and Lake was suspended for three days for 
losing his temper.
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DISCUSSION

GOOD INTENTIONS 
AHEAD
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On July 17, 2014, Eric Garner died in the New York City borough of 
Staten Island after Daniel Pantaleo, a New York City Police 
Department (NYPD) officer, put him in a prohibited chokehold 
while arresting him.  Video footage of the incident generated 
widespread national attention and raised questions about the 
appropriate use of force by law enforcement.

NYPD officers approached Garner on July 17 on suspicion of 
selling single cigarettes from packs without tax stamps. After 
Garner told the police that he was tired of being harassed and 
that he was not selling cigarettes, the officers attempted to arrest 
Garner. When Pantaleo placed his hands on Garner, Garner 
pulled his arms away. Pantaleo then placed his arm around 
Garner's neck and wrestled him to the ground. 
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With multiple officers pinning him down, Garner repeated the 
words "I can't breathe" 11 times while lying face down on the 
sidewalk. After Garner lost consciousness, he remained lying on 
the sidewalk for seven minutes while the officers waited for an 
ambulance to arrive. Garner was pronounced dead at an area 
hospital approximately one hour later.

The medical examiner ruled Garner's death a homicide. 
According to the medical examiner's definition, a homicide is a 
death caused by the intentional actions of another person or 
persons. Specifically, an autopsy indicated that Garner's death 
resulted from "[compression] of neck, compression of chest and 
prone positioning during physical restraint by police".  Asthma, 
heart disease, and obesity were cited as contributing factors.

During an April 4, 2019, disciplinary hearing Pantaleo's attorneys 
argued that in an internal report dated December 10, 2014, 
NYPD Chief Surgeon Eli Kleinman concluded Pantaleo did not 
use a chokehold on Garner and Garner had suffered no 
chokehold associated injuries.  

According to Pantaleo's lawyer, Kleinman found that Garner's 
pre-existing health conditions contributed to his death.  The 
report was completed at the request of NYPD Internal Affairs 
Bureau.  Kleinman did not personally examine Garner and based 
his conclusions on a review of two videos of the incident and 
Garner's autopsy.
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At a May 2019 disciplinary hearing for Pantaleo, Dr. Floriana 
Persechino, who performed Garner's autopsy, testified that 
Pantaleo's use of a chokehold on Garner "set into motion a lethal 
sequence" that led to a fatal asthma attack.  However, the 
examiner conceded that even "a bear hug" could have had the 
same effect as the chokehold, given that Garner weighed 395 
pounds (179 kg), suffered from asthma and diabetes, and had a 
heart twice the size of a healthy person's heart.

Moreover, during the trial at a hearing in June 2019, a defense 
witness, Dr. Michael Graham, St. Louis, Missouri's chief medical 
examiner, testified Garner's death couldn't have been caused by 
a chokehold because Garner was never actually choked or 
unable to breathe during the arrest.  Graham attributed Garner's 
death to heart disease exacerbated by the stress of the arrest.

On August 19, 2019, O'Neill terminated Pantaleo's employment 
with the New York Police Department, stating that it would not be 
possible for Pantaleo to serve effectively, and that Pantaleo's 
decision to maintain the chokehold on the ground is what led to 
his firing.  Pantaleo's attorney, Stuart London, told reporters that 
his client planned to sue in state court for his reinstatement.

DISCUSSION

GOOD INTENTIONS 
AHEAD



9/16/2021

31



9/16/2021

32

• On August 9, 2014, 18 year old Michael Brown Jr. was fatally shot by 28-
year-old Ferguson Police Officer Darren Wilson.  Brown was in the 
company of his 22-year-old friend Dorian Johnson at the time of the 
shooting.  

• Officer Wilson stated that the altercation ensued when Brown suddenly 
attacked him while he was still sitting in the driver’s seat of his patrol 
unit, and that the two began struggling for control over his service 
weapon until it discharged inside of the vehicle.  

• According to Dorian Johnson however, Officer Wilson was the one who 
initiated the confrontation by reaching out through the window of his 
patrol car and grabbing Brown by the neck, threatening him and then 
shooting at him.  

• Both Wilson and Johnson agree that Brown and Johnson fled after the 
weapon went off, with Wilson pursuing Brown on foot.  

• Officer Wilson stated that Michael Brown stopped running, and 
then turned  and charged him following a short foot pursuit.  Dorian 
Johnson contradicted this version of events, stating that Brown had 
turned around with his hands raised in surrender after Wilson shot 
at him.  According to Johnson, Officer Wilson then opened fire on 
Michael Brown without provocation, hitting him multiple times. 

• In the entire altercation, Wilson fired a total of twelve bullets, 
including two that were discharged during the struggle inside of the 
vehicle.  Brown was struck six times, all in the front of his body.
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At the time of 
his death, 
Michael Brown 
was 18 years 
old, 6 ft 4 in 
tall, and 
weighed 292 
lbs.
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DISCUSSION

GOOD INTENTIONS 
AHEAD

WHAT HAS THE OUTGROWTH BEEN 
OF THESE ALLEGED INCIDENTS OF 

POLICE BRUTALITY/EXCESSIVE 
FORCE?
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•TIPS FOR EFFECTIVE DE-ESCALATION
1) STOP, and take a breath.
2) It’s nothing personal!
3) Avoid the “contempt of cop” mentality.
4) Don’t be afraid to engage the person in conversation.
5) Attempt to find the root cause of the problem.
6) Use a calm, clear but authoritative voice.
7) Explain what’s happening.
8) Clearly explain the consequences of failing to comply.
9) ALWAYS SUMMON HELP IF AT ALL POSSIBLE, AND AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE!
10) If it’s not life threatening, does it really have to happen right this very minute?
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What is actually being suggested with 
“Comprehensive Reporting”

• A report should be prepared every time you use force on a civilian.
• A report should be prepared every time you “threaten” to use force 

on a civilian.
• A report is required anytime you point your weapon at a civilian.
• A report is required anytime you draw your weapon.
• Anytime you “Laser or paint” someone with a Taser Device.
• Present your spray.
• Draw your baton.

EXHAUST ALL ALTERNATIVES BEFORE 
SHOOTING

“Require officers to exhaust all other alternatives, including non-
force and less lethal force options, prior to resorting to deadly 
force.”

If you take this provision at face value, while a subject is actively 
shooting at you, attempting to stab you, or in some other way 
using deadly force against you or another person, you must use 
ever step in the use of force continuum prior to drawing your 
service weapon and firing it.  Upon reading the model policy 
however, this is clearly not the case.  The model policy in fact, 
isn’t that far off when it comes to the use of deadly force from 
most agencies use of force policies.
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It is imperative to remember that the law enforcement officer may 
enter into the use of force continuum at any point that is 
appropriate, given the level or resistance being exhibited by the 
suspect or the particular situation that they find themselves in.  The 
continuum is in no way intended to be a step-by-step progression 
that must be strictly adhered to, no matter what the circumstances.

It is of equal importance to remember however, that the officer must 
also be prepared to reduce the level of control they are utilizing, 
should the level of resistance being offered by the suspect suddenly 
decrease, or cease altogether.  An initial justification to use force 
against a subject is not blanket authority to continue using control 
tactics, even once resistance has stopped or they are no longer 
appropriate. 

CONTROVERSIAL OPINION

Can a law enforcement officer initially using too 
little force, or ineffective/inappropriate control 
tactics, end up being the root cause of having to 
seriously injure or kill a suspect?

CONTROVERSIAL OPINION

It is an irrefutable fact that the longer you are 
in physical contact with another human being, 
the greater the chances one or both of you will 
be injured.
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CONTROVERSIAL OPINION

The majority of the people that we end up being 
in a true, knock down drag out physical 
confrontation with, are stronger than us, more 
fit than us and often more skilled than us.  The 
faster a subject can be contained under these  
circumstances, the safer the situation will be for 
the both of you.  

CONTROVERSIAL OPINION

 Rapid containment techniques can quickly and efficiently 
shut  down a physical confrontation.

 Less risk of injury to subject.
 Less risk of injury to LEO
 Much lower chances of unnecessarily having to escalate 

your control tactics.
 Reduced public view of incident. (cellphone video)

CONTROVERSIAL OPINION

Lets look at an example
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CONTROVERSIAL OPINION

CONTROVERSIAL OPINION
 ASP is smaller, lighter and less “offensive” in appearance 

than the Peacekeeper Baton.
 Physics work against the ASP
 More strikes are required to achieve the desired objective
 With the Peacekeeper, often only one to two strikes are 

required to  achieve the same objective.
 WHICH ONE LOOKS BETTER TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC??? 
 Public perception of incident will be that what they are 

witnessing is an incident of excessive force, when in reality, 
the tool  you’ve selected is simply failing to perform the job 
you’ve asked  of it!   

CONTROVERSIAL OPINION

 More baton strikes will increase the risk of the baton 
impacting somewhere that is unintended.

 More baton strikes increase the risk of rotator cuff or 
elbow injury for the officer.

 More baton strikes create a poor public perception.
 When the baton strikes fail to contain the subject, and 

the officer begins to reach the level of physical 
exhaustion, the risk of escalating to deadly force greatly 
increases!
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Turn around 
and put your 
hand behind 
your back!
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