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Gangsters Outlaws 
& Mobsters 

History of Missouri Crime 1900’s

…INTRODUCTION

“Roaring 20’s”
Cagney, Bogart, and McHugh
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Little Caesar - 1930

Angles with Dirty 
Faces - 1938

Mickey, Rodney and Carolyn Jones
Baby Face Nelson - 1957
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Faye Dunaway and Warren Beatty 
In Bonnie and Clyde - 1967 

The Godfather - 1972

The Soprano’s Television Series



8/10/2021

4

Frank and Jesse James - 1800’s

The James Gang - 1800’s

State Penitentiary 
Jefferson City, MO - 1836-2004
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The Mafia of Kansas City
The Blackhand Crimes

Union Station of
Kansas City

The Country Club Plaza of Kansas City -
1922
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Prohibition
1920-1933
Illegal Whiskey Seizure in Missouri
1932

Missouri 
Highway Patrol
1931

1950’s-1970’s
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Jimmy Michael Sr. 1980
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Paul Leisure Bombing
1980

Joe Spero Bombing
Kansas City Mob
1980

A Peaceful River Quay Kansas City Circa 1970
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A Bombed Out River Quay
1976

Sting Operation 1977-1978
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Bank Robbers in 
the 80’s and 90’s
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CSA Compound 1985

Vehicle Bombing Homicide
Southwest Missouri Violence 1989

Northwest Missouri
Drugs and Murder 
1980
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Dave True with Kathy, Lauren, and Justin in 
Kansas City Office 1990’s

Outlaw Males and Gangsters Molls behind 
Missouri Prison Walls
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Missouri State Prison 1835 to 2004

Inmate #21390
Lee Shelton 
aka “Stagger 
Lee”
1897 - 1912
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Lee Shelton’s House in St. Louis
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Harry Vaughn Inmate #4410
Bruce Morris Inmate #4412
Albert Rosenaur Inmate #2299
Train Robbers, Cop Killers
1897-1907

St. Louis Post Dispatch Drawing of 
Shootout- Three Detectives Killed 1904
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Harry Vaughn Arrested, Harry Vaughn 
at Coroner’s Jury, Inset of Rosenhaur’s 
Paramour 1904

Wilbur “Tri-State 
Terror” Underhill
Inmate #25456
1916-1934
Three Brothers
Charles Inmate 
#15191
George Inmate 
#29569
Earl Inmate 
#29036

Career Criminals,
Cop Killers

Jennings Young 
Inmate #21853

Harry Young Inmate 
#31358

1918-1932
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1932
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Ariel View of Police Massacre Site 1932

Law Enforcement Victims 1932
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House in 
Houston, 
Texas where 
young 
brothers 
took their 
own lives 
1932

Cemetery Site of Charles Houser’s Dedication
2016
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Major Dale Schmidt Highway Patrol 
Ret. with police officers at cemetery 
dedication site ~2016

Mattie Howard “Gangster Woman”
Inmate #24265 1921-1937

Mattie Howards Arrest In St. Joseph, 
Michigan in 1929
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Edna ‘The Kissing Bandit” Murray
Gangster Moll, Robber
Inmate #28973
1925-1977
Jack Murray Inmate #28975
1925

Edna 
Murray on 
right 
posing with 
Blanche 
Barrow in 
Missouri 
Prison 
1930’s

Bennie Dickson
Bank Robber, Inmate #39211
1930’s-1939
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A 1937 photo of Stella Mae 
Irwin at the time she met her 
future husband in Topeka, KS

Stella “Sureshot” Dickson at the United States 
Court with her mother facing bank robbery 
charges

William Isaac Radkay
Inmate number not found

Career Criminal
1935-2006
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Willie Radkay in Alcatraz with Bank 
Robbers and Kidnappers Harvey 
Bailey and Machine Gun Kelley

Charles “Sonny” Liston
Robber, Assaulter, Boxing Icon
Inmate #63723       1950-1971
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Greenlease Kidnapping, Murder Inmate # ex and ex
November 1953-December 1953
Executed by state

Bonnie 
Heady

Carl
Hall
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James Earl Ray
American Assassin   Inmate #00416
1960-1998

George “Tiny” Mercer
Inmate #CP2, Motorcycle Gang Leader, 
Rapist, and Murderer
1979-1989

Maurice Oscar Byrd
Inmate # 99921
1980-1991
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Glennon Engleman
Doctor Death
Inmate #40277
Murderer for Hire
1958-1999
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St. Louis - 1958

James Bullock Crime Scene

Arthur and Vernita 
Gusewelle
Edwardsville
1977
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East St. Louis, Illinois -1979

Engleman’s final victim, Sophie Barrera 
killed when a bomb detonated at her 
office
1980

Murder 
locations of 
Englemans 
hits
1958-1980

1977

1979
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A Final Word 
about the 
chapter

Fred “Killer” Burke
Inmate #23468
1920-1940
Career Criminal, 
Murderer

Charles “Pretty Boy” 
Floyd
Inmate # 29078
Career Criminal, 
Murderer
1925-1934
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Blanche Barrow
Inmate #43454
Gangster Moll
Bonnie and 
Clyde Gang
1933-1988

Charles Gargotta
Inmate #52546
1939-1950

Charlie Gargotta
Inmate #52546
Assault with intent to kill
Kansas City Mob Enforcer    1939-1950
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John Paul Spica
Inmate #07035
Hitman, Bombing Victim
1963-1979

Carl Spero
Inmate #07688
Burglar, Kansas City Mob, 
Gang Rival, Bombing 
Victim
1963-1984

Michael Spero
Inmate #08564
Kansas City Mob Hitman, Murder Victim
1964-1978
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Paul John Leisure
Inmate #166527
St. Louis Mob Enforcer, 
Murderer, 
Bombing Victim
1962-2000

Anthony J. Leisure
Inmate #1160146
St. Louis Mob Enforcer,
Murderer
1988-Present

David R. Leisure
Inmate #99976
St. Louis Mob Enforcer, 
Murderer
Execute by State
1989-2000
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Tony Emery
Inmate #40494
Burglar, Drug 
Kingpin, Murderer
1979-Present

AKA Fred “Killer” Burke 
and the St. Valentine’s 

Day Massacre

Fred “Killer” Burke
America’s Most Dangerous Man
Missouri’s Most Notorious Gangster
1893-1940
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Gus Winkler (Left) and Fred 
“Killer” Burke after being 
arrested in St. Louis in 1925

Frankie Yale and Al Capone
in New York

Frank Yale Murder July 1, 1928
New York Mob Boss
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The St. Valentine’s Day 
Massacre
February 14, 1929

Six of the seven victims of the St. Valentine’s Day 
Massacre
February 14, 1929

“Bugs Moran”
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Al Capone in 1931 
ordered massacre 
hit, alibi in Florida 

Bullets and fragments taken from 
the seven bodies

Shotgun shells and .45 cal shells recovered
from scene and close-up of unique “S”
stamped .45 cal from scene and Burke’s
residence
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Coroner’s Jury and Newspaper Coverage
Of Massacre

Burke’s Bungalow in Michigan
1929

Arsenal recovered from Burke’s 
residence on December 15, 1929
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Sheriff deputies 
displaying two weapons
and bulletproof vests
Recovered
December 15, 1929

St. Joseph, Michigan
Police Department 
Officer Charles Skelly
1926

Bullistic’s Pioneer Colonel Calvin Goddard 
at work



8/10/2021

42

Helixometer
Comparison
Microscope

Joseph Honsaker Gas Station Attendant
True Detective reader, Green City, MO Resident

True Detective Magazines about Burke and How 
He Was Captured 

1930-1931
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Green City, Missouri Farmhouse where 
Burke was Captured
March 26, 1931

Photograph of “Killer” 
Burke as he arrived at 
Berrien County, 
Michigan Jail
1931

“Killer” Burke being 
led to court
1931
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Georgette Winkler, 
Gus Winker’s Wife
1933

Byron Bolton 
confesses to taking 
part in St. 
Valentine’s Day 
Massacre
1933
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Fred “Killer” Burke’s final resting place 
with his birth name “Thomas A. Camp”

The Fingerprint Identification 
System
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Samuel L. Clemens
1835-1910

1883
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William West #1

William West #2
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French Bertillon method of identification 
exhibit at the St. Louis World's Fair 
1904

John Brennon 
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ATF fingerprints of Paul John Leisure

William Harrison Holden alias 
James Reed and Jake Fleagle
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Kansas Fingerprint

Union Station Massacre

Adam 
Richetti

Verne 
Miller

1932

1933

193
4

<A happy 
John 
Dillinger

Not so 
happy John 
Dillinger >

John Dillinger’s fingerprints on later FBI “I.O.” 
(Identification Order)
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Gus Winkler Prints

After

Before

Alvin Karpis 
successful skin 
grafts 

Member of Ma 
Barker Gang

The Gun of the Roaring 20’s
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The Gun of the 
Roaring 20’s

Brigadier General John T. Thompson 
Inventor, Circa-1917
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“Pretty Boy” Floyd and the 
Union Station Massacre 

1925-1934

Charles Arthur Floyd “Pretty Boy”
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Curtis C. Burke
7/22/1931

ATF Prohibition 
Agent

Murdered in Kansas 
City incident

Union Station Massacre    June 17, 1933

Vivian Mathias 

Bank Robber
Frank Nash

Francis Nash
Frank Nash’s Wife
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Nash, Miller, Floyd, and 
Ricetti

Verne Miller and Vivian Mathia’s Residence 
on Edgevalle in Kansas City 
June, 1933

Detective
Frank Hermanson

Police Chief 
Otto Reed

Agent
Joe Lackey

Detective
William J. Groom
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Close-Up of 
Window

Bank Robber
Harvey Bailey

Early Suspect

Juanita Baird (Left), 
Rose Baird (Right)
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Ricchetti Grave in Boliver, MO

The Story of Bonnie and Clyde
1910-1934
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Joplin Missouri 
Apartment

Address on 34th 
Street in Joplin

On display at
Troop Hgts in 
Jefferson City, MO
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Crownpoint Restaurants and Cabin in 
Platt City, MO April 13,1933
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Current Site of Shootout LocationCurrent

Buck and Blanche Barrow with Child
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Blanche Barrow Captured in Iowa

Blanche in Custody

Bonnie and Clyde Gang Weapons 
Confiscated
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Ambush Site
May 23, 1934

Henry Methvin   Bonnie and Clyde 
Gang Member
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Frank Hamer’s 
Posse Members
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Bonnie and Clyde in the Morgue
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Bonnie’s Funeral
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“Machine Gun” Kelly
1916-1954
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Captured September 26, 1933
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Charles Urschel

Kidnap Victim

Texas Ranch House where Urschel was kept
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Terms, Nicknames and 
Phrases, Quotes, Descriptions 

and Places
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Missouri Mobster Influence 
in the Nevada Casino 

Industry
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Ben “Bugsy” Siegel
June 20, 1947

Mob Hit

Anthony Spilotro on right walking with his 
attorney
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The Showgirls- Bash 
a few heads:
Vegas… the good old 
days
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Nick Civella
Mob Boss of 
Kansas City
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Carl Civella
Mob Boss in
Kansas City
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Your Author as a teamster- 1966

Allen Glick

Joseph V. Agosto
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Anthony Giordano
1975

STL Mob Boss
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Sorkis Webbe Sr. Sorkis Webbe Jr.
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Aladdin Hotel and Casino
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Mobster Crime, Violence and 
Justice, East Missouri Style

William T. “Willie” 
Egan

David “Chippy” 
Robinson

William “Dinty” 
Colbeck
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Maxwelton Club

The Birger Gang 
1926

Carl Shelton
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“I’ve shot men in my time, but I never shot 
one that didn’t deserve it.” 

Frank “Buster” 
Wortman

Aerial view of Wortman’s 
home

Anthony “Tony G” Girdano, St. Louis gangster, in 1941 at 
age 25. When he got his start in the local mob during 

the 1930’s.
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By the 1950’s, 
Anthony Giordano 
was a confidant of 
St. Louis mob boss 
Anthony Lopiparo

Mafia leadership gathered at St. Louis police headquarters in 1956: (from left) 
James Gimmanco, Anthony “Tony” Lopiparo, Isadore Londe and Anthony 
“Tony G.” Giordano. Lopiparo was the boss, Giordano would replace him.

Anthony “Tony G.” 
Giordano

John J. Vitale
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14 unsolved fatal bombings here since ‘62

Dave True and Paul Leisure at McKinley 
High School 1961
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Phillip J. Lucier

Louis D. Shoulders

The remains of Shoulders’ Cadillac, which was destroyed by a 
bomb near Table Rock Lake on  Aug. 25, 1972. Shoulders was killed.
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John Spica

John Paul Spica

Raymond H. Flynn

Anthony Leisure
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Police investigate the scene of a car bombing that killed 
James A. “Jimmy” Michae’s Sr. on Sept. 17, 1980.

Jimmy Michael Sr. Bombing

A mug shot of James A. “Horseshoe Jimmy” Michaels Sr. in 1928, 
one year before he went to prison at age 25 for holding up a 

railroad office in East St. Louis.
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James “Jimmy” Michaels at St. Louis police headquarters on June 27, 
1959, just before he tried to slug a photographer. He had been 
arrested in a liquor raid. Charges from the raid were dropped.

Jimmy Michaels in 1974, at age 70.

Paul Leisure Gang Members
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Paul Leisure Bombing

The bomed car of Paul J. Leisure
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Shooting-bombing link a ‘possibility’
U.S. attorney says Friday ambush may help solve Paul Leisure case

Michael Kornhardt murder scene

Duputy U.S. Marshal Joe Reichwein reaches out to prisoner Steven 
T. Wougamon on a ledge of the federal  courts building.
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Paul Leisure Anthony Leisure David Leisure

Fred Prater
Key U.S. witness

Frank Termine Jr.
Government’s first 

break
Innes J. Anderson

Ronald J. Broderick
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James A. Michaels III Milton R. Schepp and 
Paul J. Leisure

Milton R. Schepp

Federal marshals escort Paul J. Leisure (second from right) from the federal 
courthouse downtown after he was convicted on April 2, 1985, of racketeering 

and other offenses in the gang war. 

Mobster Crime, Violence and 
Justice, West Missouri Style
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Kansas City 
Barbecue 

Kansas City Mobsters
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1940’s-1950’s

1940’s KC Booking and Gambling Joint

Nick Civella’s shot up vehicle
1946
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The Mafia 
Diamond of 
Crime

KC Mobsters Mug 
Gallery
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Columbus Park Social Club
“The Trap” 1976 Bombing

Roy Lee 
Williams
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Mob Hit

Sol Landie and wife

Marquise Williams John Frankoviglia
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ATF Agents at Vehicle Bomb Scene

ATF Agents Virgil Walker 
and Dick Curd
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Marion Trozzolo

The River Quay

Fred Bonadonna’s 
Restaurant

Willie “The Rat” Cammisano
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Joe Commisano 

Fred Bonadonna testifies-
1980

John Amaro
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Sonny Bowen

Gary Parkers Vehicle Bomb Scene 1978

John Joseph Calia
James 
Duardi

Nate 
Brancato

Clifford 
Bishop

John Brocato
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Spero Brother’s 
ambushed- 1978

Joseph Spero

Joe Spero Bomb Scene-1980

Carl Spero Homicide Bombing 1984
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The Kansas City Sting

John Keating, 
Bill Peterson, 
Carmine Ciaso
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Arnold Rider
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“The people you’re going out to arrest do not go to church. They have 
previous arrest for murder, rape, robbery and burglary. For God’s sake, be 
careful”
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1979-1980

The Trench Coat Bank Robbers
1982-1997
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Raymond L. Bowman William “Billy” 
Fitzpatrick

June 13, 1977
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1982-1997
The Trench Coat Bank Robbers

Silencers and Parts

Bowman’s Residence Search
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Money Seized

Bowman’s Safe
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Bowman’s 
Trench Coat
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Crime, Violence and 
Justice, Southwest 

Missouri Style

Early Southwest 
Missouri Gangsters 
of the 1900’s

Ma Barker and Alvin Karpis
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Actress Portraying ‘Ma” Barker

Jake Fleagle
Inspired “Eagle Eye Fleagle”

Ben Shriver’s Gang
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The Back Forty Lounge

Ground view of back 40 lounge

Hole in roof left by 
bomb
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Fragments of bomb container

Jimmie E. Linegar and Allen D Hines

David Tate 
1983
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CSA Compound

Log buildings on compound
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ATF explosive tech, Jerry Taylor

ATF Agent Duane Nichols
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ATF Agent Dave True at press conference

ATF Agent Larry Scott

ATF Agent Larry Scott
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Armor plated vehicle Military mortar round

Agent True and 
Taylor

Armored vehicle
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CSA Spokesperson Kerry Noble

Weapons seized at compound

ATF Agents all former St. Louis 
police officers
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Members arrested for various federal charges

Hidden boxes of ammunition
Agent True in blast hole 
after explosives were 
detonated
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Michael Coy 
homicide bombing
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Intended bombing victim
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Pipe bomb found in truck

Bomb damage to truck

Close-up of pipe bomb
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Close-up of pipe bomb

Type of remote unit used in bomb
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Dennis Shorts wife with black eye
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Dennis Shorts wife splashed with acid

Agent True meeting bad Joann
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Conversation 
during the 
undercover 
meeting

The staged murder
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Jack Moad Gang:
Myrtle Moad
Herbert Lynn

Ed Haskew
Dennis Long
Cathy Long

Jack Moad 1967 Jack Moad’s arsonist

Jack Moad’s burned out 
residence

What’s left of his garage
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Justice Served

Lundgren Cult Murder, 
Ryan Fitness Center Fatal 

Arson, R.S.B.I. Arson 
Kickback Fraud
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Alice 
Lundgren

Damon 
Lundgren
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Weapons seized 
from motel
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The members of the Avery family slained by the 
Lundgren Cult

Alice 
Lundgren 
found 
guilty of 
murder
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Firefighters 
Joe Wilt and 

Bill Klein
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The investigation team with federal 
prosecutor
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Accepting recognition placks

The St. Louis Cardinals trip

Detective Andy Ertz with Ossie Smith
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Group with 
Jack Buck

Group with 
Joe Torre 
Manager

ATF Agent Randy Roberts, Dave True 
and Jim Perrot with voice of the 

Cardinals, Mike Shannon
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R.S.B.I. Arson Scene 
Investigation

ATF Agents digging 
out evidence

Interior arson damage
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Evidence of arson

The kick back scheme 
uncovered
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Arsonist Guy 
Tamburello

Pete Tamburello 
mobster with mob 

boss Nick Civella

Agent True with confessed 
arsonist Paul Anselmo and 

Guy Tamburello



8/10/2021

145

Ross S. Barber 
charged

Agent True on move day with 
R.S.B.I. files
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Tony Emery, Northwest 
Missouri Drugs, Murder 

Case
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Tony Emery
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Murder victim Christine Elkins

Murder victim Christine Elkins 
mugshot
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Missouri River where 
her vehicle was 
located

Removing vehicle from river
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Victims clothing

Victims skeleton

Victims skeleton after cleaning
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Victims bones and skull

Evidence of murder


